
The Blessing not always recognized 
 
As a child I use to think something was good ONLY when it turned out desirably. It’s only when I matured that I was able to see 
that many times it was good when it didn’t go as I wanted. The latter mature viewpoint is what every Christian should have. 
 
God made it clear that our outlook can be fatally wrong - Prov 14:12 & 16:25 -  There is a way that seems right to a man, but in 
the end it leads to death.  
 
Many of God’s blessings start out rough with the benefit displayed later 

Trials as a blessing - James 1:2-4 - 2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you 
know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 4 Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature 
and complete, not lacking anything. 

 Trials – maturity & completeness not lacking anything 
 
Suffering as a blessing - Rom 5:3-5 - 3 Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering 
produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has 
poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.  

 Suffering – perseverancecharacterhope 
 
Discipline as a blessing 

Heb 12:7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father?  
Heb 12:11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness 
and peace for those who have been trained by it.  

 Hardship (discipline) – righteousness and peace 
 
Like Paul, let’s make sure we realize how and when we are truly blessed - 2 Cor 12:7-10 - 7 To keep me from becoming conceited 
because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 
Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on 
me. 10 That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong.  
 
Recognize the characteristics of some who are blessed - Matt 5:1-12  

 Poor in spirit -  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven 

 Those who mourn -  for they will be comforted 

 The meek -  for they will inherit the earth 

 Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness -  for they will be filled 

 The merciful -  for they will be shown mercy 

 The pure in heart -  for they will see God 

 The Peacemakers -  for they will be called sons of God 

 Those who are persecuted because of righteousness -  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven 

 You when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me - great is your 
reward in heaven 

 
More importantly, recognize the characteristics of some who are in danger - Luke 6:24-26  

 Who are rich -for you have already received your comfort 

 Who are well fed now -  for you will go hungry 

 Who laugh now -  for you will mourn and weep 

 When all men speak well of you -  for that is how their fathers treated the false prophets 
 
The way to be blessed and no woes - Phil 3:7-11 - 7 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 
What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake 
I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own 
that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ — the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 10 I 
want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his 
death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.  
 


