
     Self-confidence problem  
 
Jesus gives us a clear picture of the difference of self-confidence and humility - Luke 18:9-14- 9 To some who were 
confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: 10 "Two men went up 
to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 
'God, I thank you that I am not like other men — robbers, evildoers, adulterers — or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast 
twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.' 13 "But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to 
heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.'  14 "I tell you that THIS MAN, RATHER THAN 
THE OTHER, WENT HOME JUSTIFIED BEFORE GOD. For everyone who exalts himself WILL BE humbled, and he who 
humbles himself WILL BE exalted."  
 
Today we tend to take ourselves too serious which blurs what we really are - 1 Cor 3:5-8 - 5 What, after all, is Apollos? 
And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe — as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6 I 
planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, 
but ONLY GOD, WHO MAKES THINGS GROW. 8 The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and 
each will be rewarded according to his own labor.  
 
We keep using inferior measuring instruments to measure ourselves - 2 Cor 10:12-13 - 12 We do not dare to classify or 
compare ourselves with some who commend themselves. When they measure themselves by themselves and compare 
themselves with themselves, THEY ARE NOT WISE. 13 We, however, will not boast beyond proper limits, but will confine 
our boasting to the field God has assigned to us, a field that reaches even to you. 
 
Most people’s self-perception is deceptive -  Gal 6:3-4- 3 If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he 
deceives himself. 4 Each one should test his own actions. Then he can take pride in himself, without comparing himself to 
somebody else,  
 
Self-confidence is deceptive and could allow the misleading of others - Col 2:18-19 - 18 Do not let anyone who delights 
in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you for the prize. Such a person goes into great detail about what he 
has seen, and his unspiritual mind puffs him up with idle notions. 19 He has lost connection with the Head, from whom 
the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow.  
 
We need to understand we need saved from us because there is nothing good in us – 

Rom 7:18 I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, 
but I cannot carry it out. 
 

Rom 7:24-25 - 24 WHAT A WRETCHED MAN I AM! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God 
— through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God's law, but in the sinful nature a slave 
to the law of sin.  

 
We must look to God to let us know what we are - Rom 12:3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not 
think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the 
measure of faith God has given you.  
 
We need to eliminate OUR perception of what’s valuable and important and accept Christ’s only - Phil 3:8-9 - 8 What is 
more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake 
I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of 
my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ — the righteousness that comes from God and 
is by faith. 
  
We need to pray for us and others to live with God as the only thing that matters - Col 1:10-12 - 10 And we pray this in 
order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, 
growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may 
have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light.  
 


