
BE GENTLE THEY MAY BE FRAGILE 
 
*** All Christians must first realize that we are NEVER the standard!!! 
 
God accepts the weak and so should we - Rom 14:1-13 - Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on 
disputable matters. 2 One man's faith allows him to eat everything, but another man, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. 3 
The man who eats everything must not look down on him who does not, and the man who does not eat everything must not 
condemn the man who does, for God has accepted him. 4 Who are you to judge someone else's servant? To his own master he 
stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 5 One man considers one day more sacred than another; 
another man considers every day alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6 He who regards one day as special, 
does so to the Lord. He who eats meat, eats to the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who abstains, does so to the Lord and 
gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord; 
and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 9 For this very reason, Christ died and 
returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living. 10 You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or 
why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God's judgment seat. 11 It is written: "'As surely as I live,' 
says the Lord, 'every knee will bow before me; every tongue will confess to God.'" 12 So then, each of us will give an account of 
himself to God. 13 Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, MAKE UP YOUR MIND NOT TO PUT ANY 
STUMBLING BLOCK OR OBSTACLE IN YOUR BROTHER'S WAY.  
 
Strong Christians need to walk on symbolic egg shells for others - Rom 15:1-2 - We who are strong ought to bear with the 
failings of the weak and NOT TO PLEASE OURSELVES. 2 Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.  
 
We must take serious what others take serious and deal with it starting from their perspective - Rom 12:10 Be devoted to one 
another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 
 
How we minister is just as important as what we minister - 1 Peter 3:15-16 - 15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. 
Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. BUT DO THIS 
WITH GENTLENESS AND RESPECT, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior 
in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 
 Gentleness - prautes (prah-oo'-tace);mildness, i.e. (by implication) humility: (meekness). 
 Respect - phobos (fob'-os);(to be put in fear); alarm or fright: (be afraid,  exceedingly, fear, terror). 
 
It MUST be done with LOVE - 1 Cor 8:1-3 -  Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that we all possess knowledge. 
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2 The man who thinks he knows something does not yet know as he ought to know. 3 
But the man who loves God is known by God.  
 
Gentleness is a requirement for ministers -  2 Tim 2:24-26 - 24 And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind 
to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25 Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them 
repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the 
devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.  
 
Be gentle with the weak but do not enable the weak - Gal 6:1-5 - Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual 
should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. 2 Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will 
fulfill the law of Christ. 3 If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 Each one should test his own 
actions. Then he can take pride in himself, without comparing himself to somebody else, 5 for each one should carry his own 
load.  
 
In a nutshell - Eph 4:2- 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love 
 

*** Please keep in mind when a Christian reacts incorrectly to someone the onus is on the Christian bringing it to the 
wrong Christian’s attention and it must be done the right way! 


