
Resolving conflicts step by step 
   An active disagreement between people with opposing opinions or principles 
 

Conflicts in the body are extremely dangerous - Gal 5:13-15 - 13 You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your 
freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. 14 The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love 
your neighbor as yourself."  15 If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.  
 

To understand this you must know the true source of conflicts - James 4:1 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they 
come from YOUR desires that battle within YOU?   
         *usually based on how you made me feel not on what you were trying to do 

 

Conflicts should NOT be an option in Christian relationships 
Phil 2:14 Do EVERYTHING without complaining or arguing,  
 

James 5:9 Don't grumble against each other, brothers, OR YOU WILL BE JUDGED. The Judge is standing at the door!  
 

Let’s start being the Christian we claim to be - Col 3:12-14 - 12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances 
you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 
together in perfect unity.  
 

 When conflict is imminent 

 Deal with it immediately -  Eph 4:26-27 - 26 "In your anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27 
and do not give the devil a foothold. 

 

 You MUST remove “you” - Phil 2:3-4 -  3 DO NOTHING out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others 
better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  

 

 Make sure you check yourself first before you check the other - Matt 7:3-5 - 3 "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your 
brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out 
of your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and 
then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.  

 

o Your way is going to seem right because it’s “YOUR” way, but that doesn’t make it right - Prov 14:12 There is a way 
that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.  

 

o If you are showing Godly Love you’ll look for Godly advise -  Prov 12:15 The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise 
man listens to advice.  

 

o Make sure the foundation of all advice is God! -  Prov 21:30 There is no wisdom, no insight, no plan that can succeed 
against the Lord.  

 

 Now go through the Godly steps to resolve the conflict with your brother - Matt 18:15-17 - 15 "If your brother sins against you , 
go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. 16 But if he will not 
listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.'  17 If 
he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan 
or a tax collector.  

 

 Make sure you are staying within the God created boundaries - Rom 12:14-21 - 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and DO 
NOT curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 
proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be 
careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 18 If it is possible, AS FAR AS IT DEPENDS ON YOU, live at peace with 
everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will 
repay," says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In 
doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head."  21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  

 

o IN ORDER FOR THIS TO BE SUCCESSFUL BOTH PARTIES MUST DO THE FOLLOWING 
 

 The divine rules of  communication - James 1:19-20 - 19 My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick 
to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 20 for man's anger does not bring about the righteous life that God 
desires. 

 

 How you are with others is how it will be with you - Matt 7:1-2 - “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the 
same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.  

 

 Know your audience, give to those who can receive - Matt 7:6 "Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your 
pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces.  

 

 God wants those that help the peace effort - James 3:18 Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.  


