
      Misled by tradition 
 
Tradition -  paradosis (par-ad'-os-is); transmission, i.e. (concretely) a precept; specifically,: (ordinance). 
 
Man is worshiping God ineffectively due to tradition - Matt 15:8 "'These people honor me with their lips, but their 
hearts are far from me. 9 They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.'"  
 
Man tends to make their traditions more important than God’s commands – Mark 7:9 And he said to them: "You have a 
fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order to observe your own traditions! 

 

This process is not new it’s been happening from the beginning - Matt 15:1-7 - Then some Pharisees and teachers of the 
law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked, 2 "Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don't wash 
their hands before they eat!"   3 Jesus replied, "And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your 
tradition? 4 For GOD SAID, 'Honor your father and mother' and 'Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to 
death.'  5 But YOU SAY that if a man says to his father or mother, 'Whatever help you might otherwise have received 
from me is a gift devoted to God,' 6 he is not to 'honor his father' with it. Thus YOU NULLIFY THE WORD OF GOD FOR THE 
SAKE OF YOUR TRADITION. 7 You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you:  
 
God’s question to us is why do we continue to depend on useless tradition instead of depending on God - Col 2:20-23 - 
20 Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged to it, do you submit 
to its rules: 21 "Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"? 22 These are all destined to perish with use, because they 
are based on human commands and teachings. 23 Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their 
self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining 
sensual indulgence.  
 
Anyone who teaches tradition instead of sound doctrine is a false teacher  -1 Tim 6:3-7 - 3 If anyone teaches false 
doctrines and does not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, 4 he is conceited 
and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about words that result in envy, 
strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions 5 and constant friction between men of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the 
truth and who think that godliness is a means to financial gain. 6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we 
brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 
 

Unfortunately, those false teachers are chosen by us - 2 Tim 4:2-4 -  3 For the time will come when men will not put up 
with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say 
what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.  

 
It’s up to us to make sure we are following God not tradition - Col 2:8 See to it that no one takes you captive through 
hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world RATHER than 
on Christ.  
 
How do we separate tradition from following God? 

Start with the foundation - Titus 2:1 - You must teach what is in accord with sound doctrine. 
 
Check everything - 1 Thess 5:21-22 - 21 TEST EVERYTHING. Hold on to the good. 22 Avoid every kind of evil. 
 
We are to avoid everyone that is living according to tradition instead of God - 2 Thess 2:6 In the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to keep away from every brother who is idle and does not live according to 
the teaching you received from us. 
 
Know you are choosing to be under the Law instead of Grace when you follow tradition and not God - 1 Tim 1:8-10 - 
8 But we know that the Law is good, if one uses it lawfully, 9 realizing the fact that law is not made for a righteous 
person, but for those who are lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those 
who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers 10 and immoral men and homosexuals and kidnappers and liars and 
perjurers, and whatever else is CONTRARY TO SOUND TEACHING, NASU 

 
 


