
DON’T WAIT FOR THE PROBLEM TO REALIZE THERE IS A PROBLEM 
(Matt 25:1-13- The virgins and the oil) 

 

God makes our life “the preparation” if we just do as he says - Matt 7:24-27 - 24 "Therefore everyone who hears these words of 
mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and 
the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who 
hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came 
down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash."  
 

We are to prepare, so WHEN the time comes for us to be ready, we’ll be ready - Eph 6:13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, 
so that WHEN the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.  
 

The preparation for future problems 
We are warned of those not using sound doctrine and how to prepare for it - 2 Tim 4:2-3 - 2 Preach the Word; be prepared in 
season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage — with great patience and careful instruction. 3 For the time will 
come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great 
number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 

*If I’m not studying the Word continually I will not be prepared for the effects of improper use of scripture 
 

I can only control me, so in a relationship I must make sure I’m in control of me - Titus 3:1-2 - Remind the people to be subject 
to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good, 2 to slander no one, to be peaceable and 
considerate, and to show true humility toward all men.  

*If I’m only working to be in “ideal” relationships, I will not be prepared for the uncomfortable situations which I’m 
still accountable for how I am. 

 

I must grow in Godliness for all circumstances or circumstances will change me - 1 Peter 3:13-17 - 13 Who is going to harm you 
if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what they fear; do 
not be frightened."  15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 
you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so 
that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.  17 It is better, if it is 
God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 
 *If we are not continually checking our purpose, situations will change what you say and how you act. 
 

KNOW you will suffer at times for your benefit -1 Peter 4:12-17 - 12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you 
are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, 
so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, 
for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of 
criminal, or even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that 
name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those 
who do not obey the gospel of God? 

* When we suffer it needs to be for Christian cause and because of my Christian lifestyle, the rest is avoidable pain 
 

We cannot take for granted our relationships - 1 Cor 15:33-34 - 33 Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character." 
34 Come back to your senses as you ought, and stop sinning; for there are some who are ignorant of God — I say this to your 
shame.  

*If there are people in your life that are not Christians or not living as Christians, we must adjust the relationship 
immediately or we WILL be corrupted. 

 

Satan is looking for those that are not Spiritually focused - 1 Peter 5:8-9 - 8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 RESIST HIM, STANDING FIRM IN THE FAITH, because you 
know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  
 *God gives us what we need in our spiritual battle 
 

He even prepares us for problems that we don’t see as a problem - Prov 14:12 There is a way that seems right to a man, but in 
the end it leads to death.  
 *God let’s warns us to trust him even when it looks okay 
 

Our life WILL CONTAIN problems, but God gives us what we need to be prepared –  
Eph 4:11-13 - 11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be 
pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we 
all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of 
the fullness of Christ.  
 

1 Peter 1:13-16 - 13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be 
given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. 14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived 
in ignorance. 15 But just as he who called you is holy, so  BE HOLY IN ALL YOU DO; 16 for it is written: "Be holy, because I am 
holy." 


