
 Beware of it being spiritually “Dumbed Down” 
 

The Word of God is hard to understand at times - 2 Peter 3:15-16 -15 Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, just 
as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16 He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking 
in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, 
as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.   

Distort - strebloo (streb-lo'-o) to wrench, figuratively, to pervert: 

 Instead of people working to understand the complex topics they try to avoid complex topics. 

 Instead of churches continuing to teach the complex topics, they eliminate them or water them down to cater to peoples 
desires. 

 
If we keep avoiding the complex topics we will not mature - Heb 5:11-14 - 11 We have much to say about this, but it is hard to 
explain because you are slow to learn. 12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you 
the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an 
infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have 
trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.  
 
Part of what defines us as Christians is allowing our minds to be renewed  - Rom 12:2 - Do not conform any longer to the pattern 
of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is — his 
good, pleasing and perfect will.  
 

Your spiritual growth will be deeper to where you realize a Godly change in how you see & do things - Phil 1:9-10 - 9 And 
this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able 
to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 

 
You must make sure you are growing - Heb 6:1-3 - 6:1 Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to 
maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, 2 instruction about 
baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3 And God permitting, we will do so. 
 
The Goal must be maturity in the Lord.  

First we must recognize we have access to all we need - 2 Peter 1:3 His divine power HAS given us everything we need for life 
and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.  
 

The Church leaders must use God’s spiritual wisdom to guide - 1 Cor 2:1-8 - When I came to you, brothers, I did not come 
with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God.  2 For I resolved to know nothing while I 
was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. 4 My 
message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, 5 so that 
your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power. 6 We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the 
mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 No, we speak of God's secret 
wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. 8 None of the rulers of this 
age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  
 
The sole purpose of the Church service is to build the Body to maturity in Christ - Eph 4:11-13- 11 It was he who gave some to 
be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people 
for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of 
the Son of God and BECOME MATURE, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  

 
The end result will be a Word fed/ Word Led Christian fully equipped - 2 Tim 3:16-17 - 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is 
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped 
for every good work.  
 
The alternative… 2 Tim 3:7 always learning but never able to acknowledge the truth.  
 

  
 
 
 
 


