
Examine yourself (IN THE FAITH) 
 
It’s up to us to test ourselves - 2 Cor 13:5-Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not 
realize that Christ Jesus is in you — unless, of course, you fail the test?  
 
What is faith - Heb 11:1-2 - Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 2 This is what the 
ancients were commended for.  
 
We must stay in the Faith because some will leave it - 1 Tim 4:1 - The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the 
faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 
 
Who do we have faith in –  

In God - Mark 11:22- 22 "Have faith in God," Jesus answered.  
 

In Jesus - Gal 2:16 - 16 know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put 
our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law 
no one will be justified.  

 
Faith is making God the sole purpose of life - Rom 4:4-5 - 4 Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but 
as an obligation. 5 However, to the man who does not work but TRUSTS GOD who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as 
righteousness. 

 

Abraham is an example - Rom 4:18-25 - 18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many 
nations, just as it had been said to him, "So shall your offspring be."  19 Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his 
body was as good as dead — since he was about a hundred years old — and that Sarah's womb was also dead. 20 Yet he did not 
waver through unbelief regarding the PROMISE OF GOD, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21 being fully 
persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. 22 This is why "it was credited to him as righteousness." 23 The 
words "it was credited to him" were written not for him alone, 24 but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness — for us 
who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25 He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life 
for our justification.  

 
Faith is something that all Christians must continue in -Col 1:21-23 - 21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in 
your minds because of your evil behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you 
holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 23 IF you continue IN YOUR FAITH, established and firm, not moved 
from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under 
heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.  
 
Being in the faith is what we allow to be our protection - 1 Peter 5:8-9 - 8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your 
brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  
 
Faith comes from the Bible and training in the Bible 

Reading and hearing the Word results in faith - Rom 10:17- Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the 
message is heard through the word of Christ.  
 
One of the churches responsibilities is to build the body in Faith - Eph 4:11-13 - 11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, 
some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of 
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of 
God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  

 
Our biggest examination will be through HOW and why we live - James 2:14-26 - 14 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims 
to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 15 Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one 
of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17 In 
the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 18 But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." 
Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. 19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even 
the demons believe that — and shudder. 20 You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless?  21 Was 
not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his 
faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled 
that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend. 24 You see that a 
person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone. 25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered 
righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 26 As the body without 
the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.  
 


